
   The fourth of March, 1865, started out as a dull and rainy day. It was the date for President 
Abraham Lincoln’s second inauguration, and assembled on the east front of the Capitol was a 
vast sea of humanity stretching as far as the eye could see. As the President appeared and took 
his place on the platform, the sky cleared and a tremendous roar swept the crowd. It was in this 
moment that the astonishing irony of the whole affair became apparent.  Abraham Lincoln had 
not expected such an ovation, and in fact, he had not expected to be re-elected at all.  
   As we face the fourth of July, it is difficult for us to imagine that President Lincoln remains, 

to this day, the man who generated more personal hatred, vitriol and bitter denouncement than 
any other American in history. While during his lifetime he was grossly misunderstood, condemned, humiliated 
and assailed by friend and foe today there is hardly anyone in America who does not look upon Abraham Lincoln 
as being by far, our nation’s greatest President. 

 On this day of his second inauguration, the tide of the confederacy had been broken and victory was easily 
within sight. Having been re-elected, Lincoln had the opportunity to complete the great task of re-uniting a nation. 
While he felt no elation in either of these victories, he did see the hand of God present in the outcome of both the 
war and his improbable election victory. What the President brought to the podium that day was what distin-
guishes him to this day from the rest of the political establishment. Lincoln was a man possessed of a selfless, no-
ble character. He harbored no resentments, had not the slightest wish for retaliation against those who had slan-
dered and abused him. He had only one interest: to conciliate the rebellious states and rebuild the Union he had 
sworn to preserve.  
 While everyone in America knows at least part of the Gettysburg Address, most folks could not tell you what 
Lincoln said in his second inaugural address. It is a sad, yet odd fact, since the address received high praise from 
the moment it was delivered. Many newspapers spoke of it as the most inspiring speech ever made by an Ameri-
can President. Others declared it raised high the hopes for the future and congratulated the President on finding 
words so eloquent and so adequate in defining the task that lay ahead. 
 What did Lincoln say, and what was it that he stated so profoundly that we need to hear again? I will let the for-
mer President speak for himself for he was talking truth, truth out of the fullness of his heart, to a people and na-
tion he loved, appealing for peace and tolerance, for understanding, for an end to bitterness and strife. Here, in 
part, is what he said: 
 On the occasion corresponding to this four years ago, all thoughts were anxiously directed to an impending 
war...All knew that slavery was, somehow, the cause of the war...  Neither party expected for the war the magni-
tude or the duration which is has already attained.  Each looked for an easier triumph...Both read the same Bible, 
and pray to the same God; and each invokes His aid against the other...It may seem strange that any men should 
dare to ask a just God’s assistance in wringing their bread from the sweat of other men’s faces; but let us judge 
not, that we be not judged...The Almighty has His own purposes... 
 What we need to absorb from this is some rather simple truths. There is no hint of self-aggrandizement any-
where in this speech, no boasting about re-election, no praise for the administration and what it had accomplished. 
The Union, the country, was his sole concern...strong, united, an unbroken nation, firm in its loyalties and ideals. 
Without boasting, gloating, without pomp and back-slapping, the President’s aim was to end all feelings of hatred 
and resentment between North and South, to bind up the nation’s wounds, to prevent – in so far as possible – the 
unhappy aftermaths of war.  
 And so, he closed the address with what has been called “the purest gold of human eloquence”, the greatest para-
graph of speech writing in history: 
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Groome UMC   Women’s ministry 

Monthly Meeting w/ Sherry Massey 

Date:  Wednesday, July 25 & August 29, Time:  6:30 p.m. 

Coffee will be provided, invite a friend 

STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE from The Finance Committee 
 

“As a matter of equality, your surplus should supply their needs…” 2 Corinthians 8:14.   
 
Most early Christians embraced neither radical poverty nor common ownership of possessions.  Most Christians then 
lived as most Christians do now, working for a living and owning possessions.  Some Christians were rich, some were 
middle class and some were poor. 
 There was a great deal of emphasis on sharing in the early church.  One of Paul’s major projects was to take up a col-
lection among the gentile churches of Greece to help the Jewish Church of Jerusalem (1 Cor. 16:1-4).  The collection was 
not necessary because Christians in Jerusalem were very poor, but it was a demonstration of the unity of the church.  
Chapter 8 is Paul’s appeal to Christians of Corinth to contribute generously to this collection.  Paul did not ask the Corin-
thians to give up everything that they own but to share from what they had, in order to achieve some degree of equality 
between those who have more and those who have less (2 cor.12:15). 
 A good steward is a person who takes good care of something that belongs to someone else.  God owns everything and 
is the source of our treasures, our talents and all the moments of our lives.  Whatever we have was given to us by God to 
be used cheerfully and generously in serving Him.  As a way of showing our love and thankfulness, God wants us to 
share some of what we receive.  We must use God’s gifts to serve and to help others.  We should look for ways to use  
our treasures and our talents wisely. 
 
Prayer: Heavenly Lord, we thank you for  those who have given their all in serving You.  Give us the grace to follow  
  their lead with faithfulness. Amen. 

Pastor’s comments cont. from page 1   “What to Do With Malice and Charity” 

 
With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to see the right, let us 
strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation’s wounds, to care for him who shall have borne the 
battle and for his widow and his orphan – to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace 
among ourselves and with all nations.  
 This famous closing paragraph was an expression of Lincoln’s own superlative character: his great courage 

and integrity, his dedication to the truth, his humility, his love of his fellow man. Lincoln’s noble sentiment of 
charity for all and malice toward none was not a specific for the Civil War, it is a declaration of how to live 
life.  The Chancellor of Oxford University, the Earl of Curzon, called these words “one of the truly great treas-

ures of mankind”. They should guide countless men and women in ways of greater tolerance and understand-
ing.  Hold that thought!     

 

 

In His Service,  Will 
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July—August 

Elizabeth Logan 07/06 

Howard Records 08/17 

Louise Bunting 07/01 

Eleanor Cordrey 07/30 

Wally Catanach 08/24 

Imogene Records 08/10 

Charlotte Hart 07/21 

Shirley Fort 08/27 

Bob Cordrey 07/06 

Charles Sheppard 07/17 

Fred Miller 08/05 

Joan Reader 08/15 

Mary Ellen Sheppard 07/02 

Will Crossan 07/31 

Bob Graves 08/28 

Ruth Connell 07/05 

Sue Lehman 08/13 

Connie Todd 08/31 

Debbie Foxx 07/02 

Mark Lyman 07/23 

Cynthia Perciful 08/09 

Bill Willin 07/17 

Teri Fairbee 07/03 

Tim Martz 07/03 

William Hoffman 08/23 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July—August 

Ted &Shirley Fort 07/18  (65) 

Jeff & Eileen Weitzel 08/07  (64) 

Bill & Joan Reader 07/30  (47) 

Ed & Doris Shockley 07/21  (14) 

 

 

Please notify the church secretary of any 

additions or changes. 

 

 

   GROOME ANCHOR  
COFFEE HOUSE 

 
Groome is proud of the Anchor Coffee 
House, which benefits the “New Ministries 
Outreach” program and brings new people 
to the church! Started in September 2017, 

There have been wonderful musicians, singers & songwriters.  Also 
lectures and workshops ae offered. Come meet friends and visitors 
who love music and knowledge exchange. 

 
Upcoming Concerts  

July 21  Blue Trio (Cool jazz) featuring Jay Brown, John  

  Ewart &Sandy Shalk 

August 11 Americana and Celtic w/ Steve and Ali Quillen 

September 29 Songs from Exotic Lands featuring David Reed on 
  cigar box guitars 

October  To be announced 

November 24 Delmarva Ramblers (bluegrass and Gospel) 

December 15 Celtic and Maritime Christmas concert featuring  

  Charlie Zahm 

 
COST-$10 Cash at the Door. 
 

Additional information about upcoming events is available on the 
Anchor Coffee House or Groome UMC Facebook page or Groome 
UMC website. 

www.facebook.com/theanchorcoffeehouse 
www.facebook.com/groomechurchlewes 
www.groomechurchlewes.org 
  
 

 

EAST END LIGHTHOUSE 
TOUR  

ABOARD THE CAPE  
WATER TAXI 

 
GROOME FUNDRAISER 

 
Wednesday, August 8 the 
Cape Water Taxi will depart 

from the Lewes Ferry terminal for a guided tour to the East End 
Lighthouse.  The boat will leave from the Cape-May Lewes 
Ferry terminal at 2:00 p.m.  It will dock at the East End Light-
house where everyone is invited to get off and tour the light-
house.  This is a wonderful afternoon of fellowship, and the 
proceeds will be used to replenish Groome’s ministers.   
Refreshments are allowed on the boat.   
 Please contact Ruth Connell (250-1740) for tickets.  The cost 
is $25 per person.   
  

http://www.facebook.com/theanchorcoffeehouse
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.groomechurchlewes.org


Groome United Methodist Church 
Pastor:  Reverend Dr. Will Crossan 

 
Sunday Worship Service—Sunday, 10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 

Children’s Church & Nursery 
 

Mid-Week Gathering—Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Soup & Sandwiches/Bible Study 

(September-May) 
 

“Our Vision is to enhance people’s belief in  
Jesus Christ so they may live a life of holiness and service to others.” 

 
Anchor Coffee House & Concerts-Monthly 

 

         Groome United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 299 

            Savannah Road & Dewey Avenue 

Lewes, DE 19958 

Phone: 302-645-6256 

Fax: 302-645-6256 

Email: gumc1@hotmail.com 

Webpage:  www.groomechurchlewes.org 
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